
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 10 

Reply to: OCE-1 01 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 

AUG i - 2017 

CERTIFIED MAIL- RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

NOTICE OF VIOLA TJON 

ivlr. J crry Chapman 
Hatchery Manager II 
Niagara Springs Hatchery 
Idaho Department ofFish and Game 
2131 Niagara Springs Road 
Wendell. Idaho 83355 

Re: Niagara Springs Hatchery 
NPDES Pennit Number lDG130013 

Dear Mr. Chapman: 

OFFICE OF 
CO!d?UANCE /d'.JD E!<!FORCt:t.EN1 

On behalf of the U.S. Environmet1tal Protection Agency (EPA). l would like to express my appreciation 
for your time and cooperation during the April4.1017 Clean Water Act (CWA) inspection ofNiagara 
Springs (Facility) by the Idaho Department of Environmental Qualiiy (!DEQ) on behalf of EPA. The 
purpose of the inspection. and subsequent EPA administrative file review including D1v1Rs submitted by 
the Facility, was to detcnninc the Facility's compliance with the requirements of the Clean Water Act 
(CWA) and the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) general penn it IDG 130000 
(Pem1it) for Aquaculture Faciliries in Idaho, subjecr 10 Waste load Allocmions under Selected Tmal 
Maximum Dai~v Loads. The purpose of this letter is to notify you of the results of the IDEQ inspection 
and EPA administrative file review. 

Amlll'\ISTRATI\'E FILE RE\'!EW 

I. EPA reviewed DMRs Jl·om July 2011 through June 1017 and identilicd elllucnt limitation 
exceedances that constitute 29 violations of the C\VA, 33 U.S.C. § 1251 e1 seq. These violations are 
shown below. 

.MopiJoring 
Period 

Feb 2014 
Feb 2014 Phosphorus, total [asP] (2) 

Permiti 
Lilnii 

21 

32.6 

'J'/ ,--<'-</ 

thiit . 

Ibid Mo Avg 

Jb/d Daily Max 



2. Part V.B of the Penni! states. in part. "The pem1ittec must summarize monitming results. 
including influent, effluent, and net results, each month on the Discharge Monitming Report 
(DMR) fonn (EPA No. 3320-1) or equivalent. The pcnnittee must submit reports monthly, 
postmarked by the 20th day of the following month." 

Upon review ofDMR data from July 2012 through June 2017, EPA found that the Facility was late 
in submitting twelve parameters during that time. Failure to submit complete DMRs by the due date 
is a violation of Part V.B ofthe Pem1it. These violations are shown below. 

M~~~~~ng ·. 1· .• Parameter . 1·· . Due · I Recei\red 

January2015 I Flow,inconduit I February20,2015 I August4,2015 

r-~Ja=n~u=a~r)L'~2~0~l~S~I--~C~oLLpp~'er~,~to~t=a~l~re~c~o~'~'e~ra=b~l~e--~I~F~e~bru~a~rLv~2~0~.~2~0~1~5-I1 __ ~A~ugust4.2015 
January 2015 I Hardness, total [as CaC03) I February 20, 2015 I August 4. 2015 
January 2015 I Phosphorus. total (as Pl (G) I February 20,2015 August4, 2015 
January 2015 I Phosphorus, total [asP] (2) I February 20,2015 I August 4, 2015 
January 2015 I Phosphorus, total [asP] (1) I February 20, 2015 August 4, 2015 
January ?015 I Solids. total suspended (G) I February 20, 2015 August 4. ~015 
January 2015 I Solids. total suspended (2) i February 20,2015 August 4. 2015 
Januarv 2015 
February 2015 

March 2016 

September 2016 I 

APRIL 2017 l:\SI'ECTIO:-.: 

Solids, total suspended (I) I February 20, 2015 I August 4. 2015 
Phosphorus, total [asP] (2) I iv1arch 20, 2015 I April 17, 2017 
Phosphorus, total f as P] (I) i April 20, 2016 i--'A'-"Jt:.:m.::.1...:1..:..7"'. 2::.:0::.:1..:..7--l 

Phosphorus, total [asP] (2) I October 20,2016 I Aprill4, 2017 

I. Part ILF.3 ofthe Pem1it states, in part, ·'The pennittee must develop a quality assurance (QA) plan 
for all monitoring required by this permit. .. " 

3. At a minimum, the QA Plan must include the following: 

a) Details on the number of samples, t)1lC of sample containers, preservation of samples 
including temperature requirements, holding times, analytical methods, analytical detection 
and quantification limits for each parameter. t)1le and number of quality assurance field 
samples, precision and accuracy requirements, sample preparation requirements, sample 
shipping methods and laboratory data delivery requirements. 

e) Name, address and telephone number of the laboratory used by or proposed to be 
used by the penni !tee. 

At the time of the inspection, the inspector found that the Facility's QA Plan was missing the 
following components; 

• Type and number of quality assurance field samples; 
• Precision and accuracy requirements; 
• Clarity in quantification limits; and 
• Correct laboratory name. 



Failure to include the minimum required elements in the Facility's QA plan is a violation of Parts 
ll.F.3.a and Jl.F.3.e of the Pennit. 

., Part V.B of the Pennit states, in part. "The pennittee must summarize monitoring results. including 
influent. eftluent, and net results, each month on the Discharge Monitoring Report (DMR) form 
(EPA No. 3320-1) or equivalent." 

Appendix D of the Pem1it shows the correct fonnulas to usc for calculating values. 

At the time of the inspection. the inspector reviewed DMRs from January 2015 through February 
2017. The inspector disc(n·cred that the Facility had incon·cctly calculated the total phosphorus 
loading. total phosphorus. monthly average. and total phosphorus daily maximum. These calculation 
CITors led to the submission of inaccurate DMR reports on February 2, 2015, i\'!arch 3, 2016, and 
September 9, 2016. Failure to submit accurate DMRs is a violation of Part V.B of the Pem1it. 

Although our goal is to ensure NPDES facilities comply fully with their penn its, the ultimate 
responsibility rests with the pennittce. As such, T want to strongly encourage you to continue your 
efforts to maintain full knowledge of the Pem1it requirements, and other appropriate statutes, and to take 
appropriate measures to ensure compliance. Notwithstanding your response to this letter, EPA retains 
all rights to pursue enforcement actions to address these and any other violations. 

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Jason Rodriguez of 
my staff at (206) 553-8508. 

Director 

cc: Mr. Tyler Fortunati 
Idaho Depm1ment of Environmental Quality 

Mr. David Anderson 
ldaho Depmiment of Environmental Quality 

Ms. Maria Lopez 
Environmental Protection Agency 

Mr. Cassie Sundquist 
Niagara Springs Hatchery -Idaho Department ofFish & Game 
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